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The  Managers  of  the  Little  Schuylkill  Navigation  Rail  Road  and 
Coal  Company,  in  presenting  to  the  Stockholders  their  Annual 
Report,  refer  to  the  general  and  particular  statements  of  the  Trea- 
surer, as  furnishing  a concise  and  intelligible  view  of  the  present 
condition  of  the  Company’s  linances,  and  of  the  results  of  the  year’s 
business,  ending  December  14th,  1855. 

It  is  usual,  however,  that  the  Managers  communicate  such  ad- 
ditional information,  and  propose  for  consideration  and  action,  such 
matter  as  they  may  deem  proper.  In  accordance,  therefore,  with 
this  well  established  custom,  and  to  supply  the  proprietors  with  as 
full  and  accurate  knowledge  of  their  property  as  they  can  furnish, 
the  Managers  will  endeavour  to  present  as  particular  a description 
of  the  real  estate,  mining,  and  other  interests,  as  can  be  done  within 
proper  limits. 

The  landed  estate  of  your  Company,  covering  five  thousand 
acres,  a large  portion  of  which  is  good  workable  coal  land,  is  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Schuylkill  County,  bounded  on  the  east  by  the 
Lehigh  Company’s  coal  lands,  westward  by  the  Tuscarora  estate 
and  the  valley  of  the  Schuylkill,  with  the  Locust  and  Sharp  moun- 
tains on  the  north  and  south ; it  extends  entirely  across  this  portion 
of  the  coal  basin,  in  width  about  one  mile,  and  in  length  about  five 
miles  on  all  the  veins  ; those  of  the  Sharp  mountain  dipping  north 
and  being  nearly  perpendicular,  and  in  the  Locust  mountain  dipping 
south  at  an  angle  varying  from  25  to  70  degrees. 

The  coal  is  principally  of  the  white  ash  kind,  and  crops  out  high 
on  the  mountain  sides,  giving  workable  breasts  of  three  hundred  to 
six  hundred  feet  above  water  level. 

There  are  seven  workable  veins  (so  far  ascertained)  varying  in 
dimensions  from  three  to  twenty-four  feet,  and  presenting  an  aggre- 
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gate  thickness  of  seventy-five  feet ; the  quality  of  the  coal  is  gene- 
rally good,  and  of  a marketable  kind. 

It  is  difficult  to  give  a very  particular  description  of  the  extent 
and  character  of  the  property  in  machinery,  such  as  stationary, 
hoisting,  and  pumping  engines,  breakers,  &c.,  applied  to  the  pro- 
duction and  preparation  of  coal. 

It  has  been  the  Company’s  policy  to  sink  slopes  and  shafts, 
drive  tunnels,  erect  the  requisite  machinery,  and  lease  the  lands 
and  use  of  machinery  to  operators  or  miners,  at  a stipulated  rate  per 
ton,  for  rent,  tolls,  and  transportation,  on  the  rail  road  to  Port  Clin- 
ton. A partial  description  only  of  this  part  of  the  Company’s  pro- 
perty can  be  given. 

At  half  of  a mile  north  of  Tamaqua  there  is  a slope  on  the  D 
vein  380  feet,  with  slope,  boiler  and  engine  houses,  the  last  two 
being  of  stone  with  slate  roofs ; also  breaker,  screens,  &c. ; the 
hoisting  and  pumping  power  being  in  two  engines  of  sixty-horse 
power  each,  and  two  pumps,  one  of  nine  the  other  fourteen  inches, 
so  arranged  that  either  engine  can  work  the  pumps. 

At  this  point  there  are  three  drifts  above  water  level,  the  outside 
improvements  consisting  of  three  bi’eakers;  and  near  this  there  is 
a small  vein  of  excellent  coal  opened,  and  close  to  the  drift’s  mouth 
is  placed  screens,  &c.  for  preparing  the  coal  for  use  in  our  locomo- 
tives. 

At  three-fourths  of  a mile  east  of  Tamaqua,  a slope  has  been 
sunk  580  feet  on  the  E vein,  and  houses  for  engines,  slope  and 
boilers,  erected  with  breaker,  screens,  &c.  The  hoisting  and 
pumping  power,  furnished  by  two  forty-horse  engines,  with  one 
fourteen  inch  pump. 

About  a mile  west  of  Tamaqua  there  are  two  slopes,  and  a tunnel 
in  the  Locust  mountain  south  dip  of  basin ; one  is  305  feet  deep, 
has  the  usual  slope,  engine,  and  boiler  houses,  the  last  two  of  stone, 
and  slate  roofs;  the  hoisting  and  pumping  power  consists  of  two 
engines,  of  sixty-horse  power  each,  and  two  pumps  arranged  to  be 
worked  by  either  engine. 

The  other  is  398  feet  on  the  F vein,  with  the  usual  breaker, 
screens,  &c.  The  pumping  for  this  slope  being  done  at  the  one 
last  described,  the  gangways  of  the  two  being  connected  by  a tun- 
nel. 

The  tunnel  at  this  place  is  driven  in  to  cut  all  the  veins  above 
water  level ; connected  with  these  several  openings  are  four  sets  of 
breakers,  screens,  &c. 
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At  three  miles  west  of  Tamaqua,  there  is  a slope  on  the  F vein 
on  the  south  dip  in  the  Locust  mountain,  and  here  have  been  erected 
the  usual  outbuildings,  &c.  The  work  of  hoisting  and  pumping  is 
performed  by  two  engines  of  forty-horse  power  each. 

There  is  also  a tunnel  at  this  place  opening  all  the  veins  above 
water  level ; connected  with  this  working  are  a breaker  and  a double 
set  of  screens,  &c. 

Nearly  opposite  to  this  place  a tunnel  has  been  driven  into  the 
Sharp  mountain,  which  will  cut  all  the  veins  in  the  north  dip  of  the 
basin  above  water  level.  A new  and  improved  breaker  is  being 
erected  here,  which  it  is  expected  will  be  prepared  for  business  in 
the  coming  spring. 

At  the  notch  in  the  Sharp  mountain,  and  within  the  limits  of  the 
Borough  of  Tamaqua,  a vertical  shaft  has  been  sunk  365  feet  on 
the  P vein.  The  outside  improvements  now  near  completion,  are  of 
the  best  character;  this  work  is  leased  and  in  operation,  and  has 
made  a very  satisfactory  disclosure  of  the  coal  in  that  part  of  the 
Company’s  lands  below  water  level;  it  vrill  doubtless  be  for  many 
years  a reliable  means  of  large  annual  production. 

There  are  also  drift  openings  above  water  level  on  several  veins 
at  this  point,  the  joint  product  of  which  is  prepared  by  the  same 
breaker,  screens,  &c. 

The  entire  number  of  veins  worked  in  the  several  mines  is  not 
certainly  indicated  by  the  number  which  has  been  opened  on  the 
surface,  tunnels  having  been  driven  from  the  foot  of  slopes  to  the 
contiguous  veins  north  and  south. 

The  several  tunnels,  slopes  and  shaft,  leased  to  operators,  are 
prepared  by  the  general  good  condition  of  the  veins,  and  the  ability 
of  the  machinery  applied  to  them  to  augment  our  coal  business  as 
the  requirements  of  the  market  shall  demand. 

In  addition  to  these  works  on  our  own  lands,  there  are  four  other 
openings  in  the  vicinity  of  Tamaqua  not  the  property  of  this  Com- 
pany, but  which  contribute  to  our  revenue  in  tolls  and  transportation, 
viz : three  slopes  with  the  usual  machinery,  one  of  the  slopes  being 
on  the  Lehigh  Company’s  lands,  and  also  a tunnel  above  water 
level  on  the  same  property. 

The  town  of  Tamaqua  on  the  Company’s  property  contains 
between  five  and  six  thousand  inhabitants,  the  larger  portion  of 
whom  are  employed  in  the  mines.  Its  location  is  favourable  for 
business,  and  its  superior  rail  road  facilities  give  it  every  advan- 
tage in  that  respect. 


Sales  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  of  lots  for  buildings  (i.  e. 
of  the  surface,  reserving  to  the  Company  all  the  mining  privileges). 
There  is  still  undisposed  of,  a large  part  of  the  town  plot;  besides 
which,  the  Company  owns  numerous  buildings,  including  the  United 
States  Hotel,  the  buildings  for  our  offices,  and  about  one  hundred 
dwelling  houses. 

In  addition  to  these,  there  is  a substantial  building  of  stone,  with 
slate  roof,  forty  feet  by  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet,  for  the  accom- 
modation and  use  of  the  machine  and  work  shops. 

The  locomotive  engines  in  use  belonging  to  the  Company  are 
eleven  in  number,  varying  in  weight  from  seventeen  to  thirty  tons; 
seven  of  which  are  coal  burners,  the  remaining  number  using  wood. 

The  substitution  of  coal  for  wood  in  use  by  the  engines  is  not 
only  reducing  to  us  the  cost  of  fuel,  but  is  demonstrating  beyond 
any  denial  the  feasibility  of  using  anthracite  coal  on  locomotives, 
and  furnishing  abundant  proof  of  its  economical  value.  As  opportu- 
nity offers,  the  wood-consuming  engine  is  converted  into  a coal 
burner;  and  this  change  will  be  continued  until  our  entire  motive 
power  will  be  supplied  by  anthracite  coal  alone  ; insuring  a greatly 
diminished  cost  of  fuel,  and  at  the  same  time  commending  the  pro- 
ducts of  our  own  lands  to  a use,  which  must  speedily  be  an  important 
aid  in  enlarging  the  market  for  anthracite  coal. 

The  Company’s  Railway,  28  miles  in  length,  follows  the  course 
of  the  Little  Schuylkill  river,  passing  through  gaps  in  the  moun- 
tains, and  connects  with  the  Reading  Rail  Road  and  Schuylkill  Na- 
vigation at  Port  Clinton,  on  the  south,  and  with  the  Catawissa 
Rail  Road,  eight  miles  north  of  Tamaqua,  which,  with  the  sidings 
and  second  track,  and  the  Reinhart’s  run  rail  road,  belonging  to  the 
Company,  is  equivalent  to  forty  (40)  miles  of  single  track  road. 

The  completion  and  regular  operation  of  a direct  rail  road  com- 
munication between  Philadelphia,  Central,  and  Western  New 
York,  by  way  of  Port  Clinton  and  Tamaqua,  and  its  inauguration 
as  an  established  route  of  travel,  marked  the  past  year  as  one  of 
importance  in  the  history  of  this  Company.  Already  the  advantage 
of  these  connections  is  apparent  in  the  Treasurer’s  account;  and  it 
will  be  more  so  as  the  carrying  ability  of  the  northern  roads  will 
be  increased  and  facilities  for  transportation  tendered  to  the  rich 
mineral  and  agricultural  regions,  which  will  seek  these  roads  to 
carry  their  products  to  market. 

Regarding  it  as  a duty  to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  the  interests  of 
the  Company  to  place  its  railway  in  a safe  condition  for  the  proper 


execution  of  the  increased  business  conducted  to  it  by  its  recently 
established  connections,  the  old  road  has  been  partially  relaid 
with  heavy  rail,  and  about  four  miles  of  second  track  constructed 
during  the  past  year,  making  a double  track  between  Port  Clinton 
and  Tamaqua  of  about  seven  miles,  now  used  as  sidings  to  accom- 
modate the  growing  freight  transportation,  and  to  facilitate  the  regu- 
lar and  uninterrupted  conveyance  of  the  express  and  passenger 
trains  over  our  road.  It  will  doubtless  be  promotive  of  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  Company  to  continue  the  construction  of  the  second 
track  until  it  will  be  completed  to  Tamaqua. 

The  increasing  value  of  our  transportation  business,  and  the  ne- 
cessity for  prompt  and  frequent  repairs  of  engines  and  other  ma- 
chinery connected  with  that  interest,  indicated  the  importance  of  an 
enlargement  of  the  working  ability  of  the  machine  and  work-shops 
at  Tamaqua.  This  has  accordingly  been  done,  and  this  depart- 
ment will,  doubtless,  claim  the  farther  attention  of  the  Board,  and 
be  placed  in  a position  to  be  an  useful  and  economical  branch  of 
service. 

The  increase  of  the  producing  and  carrying  power  of  this  Com- 
pany will  require  expenditures  of  money,  which  should  be  done 
with  the  best  judgment  the  Directors  can  apply  to  it,  and  with  eco- 
nomy. Whatever  outlays  be  made  should  be  for  the  development 
of  the  Company’s  lands,  and  for  the  extension  and  enlargement  of 
its  Rail  Road  powers,  to  meet  the  ascertained  business  which  now 
solicits  it,  and  will  continue  to  be  attracted  towards  it. 

The  heavy  rains,  which  were  so  frequent  during  the  early  part 
of  last  summer,  caused  an  excess  of  water  in  some  of  the  collieries 
beyond  their  pumping  ability  for  a short  time.  This  brief  and  par- 
tial interruption  of  work,  with  the  depressed  condition  of  the  coal 
trade  in  the  latter  part  of  the  season,  has  diminished  the  coal  ton- 
nage as  compared  with  that  of  last  year.  The  deficiency  from  the 
Company’s  lands  is  8336  tons;  and  from  the  Lehigh  Company’s, 
and  other  lands  which  passed  over  our  road,  is  9640  tons.  Total, 
17,976  tons. 

This  reduction  of  coal  tonnage  is,  however,  more  than  compen- 
sated by  the  increased  nett  receipts  for  transportation  of  freight  and 
passengers ; and  from  both  sources  of  income  there  will  be  greater 
revenue  hereafter,  unless  it  be  prevented  by  causes  which  are  not 
now  foreseen. 

The  Managers  were  apprised,  during  the  last  summer,  that,  by 
some  means  unknown,  fire  had  been  communicated  to  an  old  work- 
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ing  in  the  coal  vein  E east,  and  that  it  was  then  burning  but 
slowly.  Prompt  action  was  taken  to  arrest  and  extinguish  it,  by  a 
mode  of  proceeding,  successfully  applied  in  Great  Britain,  viz.  the 
injection,  by  steam  power,  of  a gas,  which  in  contact  with  the  burn- 
ing coal,  controls  and  subdues  it;  and  so  satisfactory  has  been  the 
result,  that  all  perceptible  indications  of  internal  fires  have  disap- 
peared, and  the  Managers  have  every  assurance  that  the  ignited 
body  of  coal  has  been  extinguished.  But,  to  make  assurance  doubly 
sure,  the  locality  of  the  fire  has  been  isolated  and  excluded  from 
atmospheric  action,  and  will  remain  so  for  some  time  longer.  The 
damage  to  the  mines,  caused  by  the  burning  coal,  is  inconsiderable, 
and  no  recurrence  of  it  is  apprehended. 

The  Managers  have  now  given  a brief  description  of  your  pro- 
perty, and  reported  its  present  condition,  and  will  only  add,  that, 
beside  the  existing  means  of  a large  production  of  coal  and  other 
tributaries  to  our  rail  road  business,  there  are  enterprises  impending 
that  cannot  fail  in  execution  to  promote  its  interests;  among  them 
will  be  a rail  road  extension  to  the  fertile  and  unworked  coal  depo- 
sits of  the  Mahanoy  valley. 

The  anthracite  fields  of  Pennsylvania,  distinguished  as  containing 
the  richest  coal  veins  known,  and  the  demand  for  this  cleanest  and 
cheapest  fuel,  promises  a market  for  it,  the  enlargement  of  which 
will  be  commensurate  with  the  increasing  population,  commercial 
growth,  and  manufacturing  industry  of  our  country. 

The  bituminous  coal  fields  of  this  State  are  so  remote  from  the 
Atlantic  coast,  that  no  large  supply  of  fuel  can  be  drawn  thence  for 
the  eastern  market,  until  cheaper  modes  of  transportation  can  be 
devised  than  those  which  now  prevail,  whilst  the  deposits  of  the 
southern  fields,  near  the  sources  of  the  Schuylkill  river,  and  the 
Lehigh,  and  in  the  middle  coal  field,  on  the  Mahanoy,  are  so  acces- 
sible to  the  eastern  markets,  by  existing  and  contemplated  roads, 
that  the  advantages  of  their  locality  is  apparent. 

In  the  lands  of  your  Company  there  is  the  power  of  a large  pro- 
duction of  coal.  In  addition  to  this,  the  Mahanoy  basin  can  be 
reached,  (as  the  results  of  surveys  inform  us,)  by  a road  of  about 
four  miles  in  length,  connecting  with  our  railway  at  a point  5|  miles 
above  Tamaqua,  with  a tunnel,  which  constitutes  part  of  the  dis- 
tance named,  through  the  Hoososack  mountain,  not  exceeding  three- 
fourths  of  a mile,  that  will  open  this  rich  and  undeveloped  region  to 
contribute  a large  annual  tonnage  to  our  coal  transportation  business. 
The  position  and  ability  of  the  parties  controlling  the  lands  in  this 
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coal  basin,  justify  the  belief  that  they  will  speedily  adopt  means  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  shortest  and  best  route  to  convey  the  pro- 
ducts of  their  property  to  the  eastern  markets. 

The  Managers  believe  that  the  property  of  this  Company,  in  its 
landed  and  mining  interests,  its  geographical  relations  giving  it  an 
advantageous  position  for  cheap  and  certain  transportation  of  its 
mineral  treasures,  and  its  valuable  rail  road,  with  connection  now  in 
operation  and  projected,  is  entitled  to  your  confidence. 

By  order  of  the  Board. 

JOSEPH  PATTERSON,  President. 
Philadelphia , Jan.  14,  1856. 
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Transportation  and  Income  Account  for  the  year  ending 
December  14,  1855. 


Receipts. 

Rail  Road  Tolls — Tolls  on  coal, 

Coal  Transportation — Transporting  coal, 
Coal  Rents — Coal  leave  on  coal  mined 
from  Company’s  lands, 

Merchandise — Freights  and  tolls  on  all 
other  articles  than  coal, 

Passengers — Receipts  from  passengers, 
express  and  mail,  - 
House  Rent — Of  houses  and  hotels, 
Lands — For  timber,  &c. 


$119,558  55 
100,801  20 

77,031  18 

29,589  40 

19,099  04 
3,698  45 
3,523  28 

353.301  10 


Expenses. 

Wages  and  Expenses  on  trains, 

Wood  and  Expenses,  - 

Coal, 

Oil,  Grease  and  Tallow, 

Rail  Road  Repairs, 

Locomotives — Repairs, 

Freight  Cars,  do. 

Salaries  and  Office  Expenses  in  Schuyl- 
kill County, 

Salaries  and  Office  Expenses  in  Phila- 
delphia, - 

Contingent  Expenses — Insurance,  &c. 
Taxes,  - - - - 

Teams  Expenses, 


$18,641  19 
15,976  94 
4,454  73 
3,403  90 
21,523  22 
9,902  84 
1,170  71 

8,338  13 

5,969  13 
2,036  45 
5,165  40 
787  97 

97,370  61 


$255,930  49 


11 


Profit  and  Loss  Account,  December  14,  1855 


CR. 

Balance,  January  1, 1855,  - 

Profits  for  1855, 


DR. 

Interest  on  mortgage  loans, 
Sundry  interest, 

State  tax  on  dividends, 

Coal  lost  on  road, 

Sinking  fund, 

Dividend,  January,  1855, 
Do.  July,  1855, 

Balance  to  credit  of  account, 


- $95,537  13 

- 255,930  49 


351,467  62 


- 30,000  00 

- 11,822  59 

- 7,773  62 

867  86 

- 10,000  00 

- 83,838  00 

- 98,842  00 

243,144  07 


- $108,323  55 


GEORGE  W.  COLE, 

Treasurer  and  Secretary. 


DR.  General  Statement  of  the  Little  Schuylkill  Navigation  Rail  Road  and  Coal  Company.  CR. 
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DIRECTORS,  1849  — 1850, 


BY  THE  STOCKHOLDERS. 

WILLIAM  C.  PATTERSON, 
SAMUEL  Y.  MERRICK, 
DAVID  S.  BROWN, 
STEPHEN  COLWELL, 
GEORGE  W.  CARPENTER, 
CHRISTIAN  E.  SPANGLER, 
THOMAS  T.  LEA, 
WASHINGTON  BUTCHER. 


BY  THE  CITY  OP  PHILADELPHIA. 

JOHN  YARROW, 
GEORGE  HOWELL, 
EDWARD  M.  DAVIS. 


BY  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  ALLEGHENY  COUNTY. 

WILLIAM  WILKINS, 

JOHN  II.  SHOENBERGER. 

PRESIDENT. 

WILLIAM  C.  PATTERSON. 

TREASURER. 

GEORGE  VAUX  BACON. 

SECRETARY. 

THOMAS  T.  FIRTH. 
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